in after the disastrous insurrection of 1863 and the
growing acceptance of the positivist philosophy of
Comte.

JAN MATEJKO, PAINTER                   [1838-1893]

Not all will read poetry, but most will look at
pictures. This man, (whose name is pronounced
Ma-tay'-ko), Poland's greatest painter, devoted his
life and talent to preserving for Poles the memory of
the most splendid moments in their past, and to that
end painted huge historical canvasses recording in
pictures superb in composition, drawing, and colour
and higly accurate in costume and detail, the glories
of Polish history from the earliest times. There are
scores of these canvasses, for Matejko was an indus-
trious worker. He lived in Cracow, for only in Austrian
Poland were such expressions of nationalism permit-
ted, the Austrian policy with regard to Poles having
been fairly liberal since the empire's defeat by Prussia
in 1867.

Few of Matejko's paintings have been sold abroad;
they are museum pieces and national treasures. The
task of reproducing them and telling their story in an
English volume remains for execution by some
Maecenas of art or a patriotic Pole wishing to make
his country's glories known abroad. There are several
handsomely illustrated volumes in Polish reproducing
numbers of Matejko's paintings, of which the writer
prefers that prepared by Stanislaw Witkiewicz in 1912,
with 300 illustrations. Its pictures are riches to any
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